
The Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) program is a federal/state cooperative program that produces
employment and wage data from employers subject to unemployment insurance coverage. Delaware’s average employment for
all industries increased by 7,634 workers or 1.6 percent from 2023 to 2024, according to data from the QCEW program.  

The Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation sector, which represented 2.1 percent of all employees in the State in 2024, had the
greatest percentage of monthly average year-over-year growth, increasing by 7.4 percent. The total number of employees in the
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation sector grew by 684. The second sector with the greatest employment growth in 2024 was
Federal Government, followed by Health Care and Social Assistance workers. Federal Government workers ranked eighteenth
in their total number of employees at 6,725, increasing by 6.7 percent or by 423 average monthly workers in 2024. Health Care
and Social Assistance employment grew by 5.7 percent in 2024, an increase of 4,521 average monthly employees. The Local
Government and Educational Services industries were the fourth and fifth in their monthly average employment growth, each
with a percent change of 4.2, respectively.
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The Information industry led annual average percentage declines in employment in 2024, declining by 104 average monthly
employees or -2.6 percent. Administration and Waste Services was second among declining industries, falling by -2.5 percent or
751 average monthly workers.

For annual average wages, Federal Government workers had the largest annual percentage wage growth at 9.4 percent or $6,344
from 2023 to 2024. The second and third highest annual wage growth was in the Real Estate and Rental and Leasing and
Information industries, which increased by 8.2 and 8.0 percent, respectively. Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation employees
had the only over-the-year decline in wages, decreasing from an average annual salary of $30,212 to $29,848 or by -1.2 percent
from 2023 to 2024. Total average annual wages for all industries rose by $3,068 or 4.4 percent to $72,436.
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